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PLOT SUMMARY : 
AQUA PURSUES HIS ’ 
REVENGE” IN THE SIXTH STORY 
ARC, “PRIVATE” BUT WHAT WILL HE 
DO NOW THAT HE DISCOVERED HIS 
FATHER IS ALREADY DEAD? 
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IT’S EXACTLY 
BECAUSE I'M 
SUDDENLY 
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COMING WITH 
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No, I 
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USE WHAT- 

EVER'S LYING 
AROUND IN 
THE OFFICE. 


SO, SINCE 
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HAPPENED WELL 
TO BE FREE I GUESS 


IS Re YOU'RE JUST 
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SHOULDN'T 
THEIR OBLIGATIONS 
TOWARDS THE SHOW 
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ABOUT THIS 

FOR A WHILE 
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Irs 
PERFECTLY 
FINE SINCE 
IT HELPS TO 
MAKE YOUR 

SKIN LOOK 

BETTER EVEN 

WITH A LACK 
OF SLEEP. 
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HOLIDAY To 
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YEAR EVERY 
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A GREAT UupP- 
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WHY DON'T 
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IT's 
ABOUT TIME y WAY, IT SEEMS 
THAT WE HAD 
LIKE WE'LL BE 
A SERIOUS TURNING IT INTO 


A POST-PLAY || 
RECREATIONAL a 
TRIP FOR TO- f 


I DON'T 
WANT TO HOLD 
ON TO THESE 

FEELINGS 


THEN 
WE SHOULD 
TALK NOW. 


A SERIOUS 
TALK DURING 
THE TRIP? 
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HAPPENED 
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FEEL LIKE 
THE SHOW IS 

STILL GOING M 
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WITH YOU, 
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IT'S RIGHT 
FOR ME TO 
KEEP YOU TIED 
DOWN TO ME, 


THIS RELA- 
TIONSHIP WAS 
CREATED FOR 

THE SHOW. 


WE 
HAVEN'T 
EVEN 
SINCE KISSED 
THAT ONE 
TIME DURING 


VID I HELP 
YOU IN ANY 


ME BY YOUR 
SIDE FOR SOME 
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PURPOSE. 


NO LONGER 
NEEDED? 


I KNEW 
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A CLINNING 
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YOU CAME 
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WITHOUT 
ANY ULTERIOR 
MOTIVES. 
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BECAUSE 
I KNEW YOU 
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About the “Glitter Mask’ filter 
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Apparently this filter got really popular a few 
months ago, | don’t even know why. And | agree 
with Aqua that it looks utterly horrifying. 


| tried it on my own face and immediately felt like 
committing sudoku. --oldpier 


DANA: (AKTABEED) WEE 


References: 
1. list of glitter effect filters https://ray-web.jp/107461 
2. Fuchigami Mai (HKT48) insta: https://www.instagram.com/mai_fuchigami_48/ 
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I THOUGHT 
YOU AT LEAST 
NEED SOME- 


SHARE 


HE WAS 
INDISCRIMI- sol PROBABLY 
NATELY HAD ENTERED SHOW IN SHOW 
ON DNA TESTS BUSINESS TO BUSINESS, 
pres na DONE SEARCH FOR 


ASS DIDN'T THAT 
I USED ALL I : COST A TON 
THE MONEY FROM THINK I'VE ps 
My PART TIME JOB SPENT FIVE 
AT THE DIRECTOR'S 


MILLION 
PLACE AND THE YEN. 
INCOME FROM THE 
TV SHOWS, BUT 
IT WASN'T 
ENOUGH. 


I'VE ALSO 

4 BEEN DOING A 
| SECRET SIDE 
GIG ON THE 


I FOUND 
MY HALF- 
BROTHER. 


My 

IT SEEMS 4 pap wise 
My MON AD fyj)))) | arRien to 
BEEN HIS Me ANOTHER 
BUT MISTRESS. VA WOMAN. 

My FATHER yn 

HAS ALREADY 

PASSED ON. 


THEY 

SAY IT WAS 
. A FORCED 

HAD LONG OA DOUBLE 

SINCE BEEN he py\ ih SUICIDE. 

KILLED. WHAT A . \ 

BORING CON- 
CLUSION. ae Us 
POttaga Soy. / 


THA 
SCUMBAG 
I'D BEEN 
CHASING 
AFTER 


A PART 
OF ME FEELS 
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MAMA. 
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WHAT IF? 4+ 
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GET IT... 
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STARTING TO 
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HUNGRY. 


IT'S GONNA 
BE HARD TO 
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RANT WITHOUT 
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AT LEAST FOR 
THE PAST FEW 
DECADES... 


WELL, THEY 
ONLY LEARN TO 
DO THIS AFTER 
THEY BECOME 

MORE WELL- 

TO-DO. 
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UNEXPECTEDLY 
GOOD AT BEING 
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BEEN PLAYING 
AROUND WITH 
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REASON 
WHY IN THE 
ENTERTAIN- 
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WITH LARGE 
AGE GAPS 
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IS PROBABLY 
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GET USED TO 
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LIKE THIS. 
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A PLAN TO HAVE 
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THOUGHT 
THAT I SHOULD 
NEVER GET INTO 

A RELATION- 
SHIP. 
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THAT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
I EXPECT TO 
HEAR FROM 
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THE FINE? 
FREEDOM 
TO LOVE IS A 
FUNDAMEN- 
TAL HUMAN 


RIGHT. 


GIVEN 


THIS MOOD, 
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OSHI NO KO 


NEXT CHAPTER: ONWARDS TO MIYAZAKI! 


About Matsuura Aya 


Matsuura Aya (#33#329/h) was one of Hello! Project's biggest acts, and was active in 
her solo career in 2000-2009, during which she released 21 singles, among various 
other activities. 


"Ne~e?" (4a~A.?, "Hey?") is her 9th single, released on March 12, 2003. It was her 
second song to be used in a collaboration advertisement with TESSERA, a hair-care 
product by Shiseido (the first of which was “Momoiro Kataomoi’). 


This song was also referenced in this week’s chapter of the manga. First verse lyrics: 


Japanese lyrics Translation 


AIGH~ ! I'm in two minds~! 


LIVED ? FA—hED ? Sexy? Or cute? 


EsbAS HERO? Which does he like? 


fasbe~t | fasbe~t | imhesitant! =| m hesitant! 


FOCLCHEMESIEELY | want to get even just 
a little of your attention 


mMiPCZAD A pure maiden’s heart 


oo CNAME 


Editor’s comment in last page 


Ne~e? PV: ittna: nie setae com/watch?v=-J8wWmVWSXs 
TEESERA CM: hittps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j|EN90ssSdEY 
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About Dad Sneakers 


Dad sneakers, also known as ugly sneakers, chunky sneakers or turbo trainers, 
are sneakers that are characterized by their bulky appearance and their 
disproportionately large shape. 


It first appeared in the 1990s and could often be found worn by American 
fathers. The focus was on the comfort of wearing the shoes. 


Around 2017, it started to catch on as a fashion trend, when Balenciaga started 
selling the “Triple S” (right) at over US$900. 


ue aN 


< 


Following which, several other sports 
brands and luxury brands started to 
promote and sell their own line of dad 
sneakers to hop on the trend. 


About Canopy beds in Kabukicho hotels 


There are plenty of (love) hotels around in KartreKabukicho, Shinjuku, and apparently you can 
find lavish rooms that have canopy beds among these hotels at over 20k yen a night. And 
apparently, according to this particular article (https://nikkan-spa.jp/1502427/2), some girls 
would pressure their boyfriends (or whoever nanpa-ed them) into taking them to these kind of 
high-end love hotels to spend the night when they go on dates in the east of Shinjuku. --oldpier 
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(source: Bali-An Resort Shinjuku) 
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IT'S SAID TO 
BE A SOURCE OF 
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SHRINE IS DOING 
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WELL. 
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About Cubase and Pro Tools 


Cubase is a digital audio workstation (DAW) developed by Steinberg, 


a German musical software and hardware company, for music and 

MIDI recording, arranging and editing. It can be used to edit and < t lJ BASE 
sequence audio signals coming from an external sound source and 

MIDI, and has several features designed to aid in music composition. 


ZUN, creator of Touhou Project, is one notable user of Cubase, using it 
to compose the iconic music in his game. 


https://www.steinberg.net/cubase/ 


Pro Tools is a digital audio workstation (DAW) developed and released by Avid 
Technology. It is used for music creation and production, sound for picture (sound 
design, audio post-production and mixing) and, more generally, sound recording, 
editing, and mastering processes. It operates both as standalone software as well as in 
conjunction with a range of external analog-to-digital converters and PCle cards with 
on-board digital signal processors. It has also incorporated video editing capabilities, so 
users can import and manipulate high-definition video file formats. 


https://www.avid.com/pro-tools 
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About Takachiho (and a small bit on Japanese mythology) 


Amaterasu emerges out of the Heavenly Rock Cave (Shunsai Toshimasa, 1887) 


/am tHe 

EMBOD- 

MENT OF 
AMATERASU. 


— = 
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Ruby declares herself as the embodiment of Amaterasu (Yokoyari Mengo, 2020) 


Amaterasu (78) is the Japanese sun goddess, daughter of creator deities Izanagi and Izanami, and 


central to the Shinto religion. It is from her that the Japanese nobility claims descent and their divine 
right to rule. 


Ame-no-Uzume-no-Mikoto Dancing to Lure Amaterasu Omikami from her Cave (Tsukioka Yoshitoshi, 1879) 


Ame-no-Uzume-no-Mikoto (K#izX ap) is the Shinto goddess of dawn, a master of merry-making, 


humor, and dancing. A popular deity, Ame-no-Uzume is credited with the origination of the performing 
arts. 


https://mythopedia.com/topics/ame-no-uzume 


Aratate Shrine (#2132 ##41) is dedicated to the two kami deities, 
Ame-no-Uzume-no-Mikoto and Sarutahiko-no-Mikoto (aH = 
mf), and celebrates their marriage to each other. Sarutahiko is 
known as a deity of guidance in travel and education, among 
other things. Together, they are kami deities of matrimonial 
happiness and fulfilled wishes. 


https://takachiho-kanko.info/en/news/detail.php?id=31 


Takachiho (487, Takachiho-ch6) is a town in Nishiusuki District, Miyazaki 
Prefecture, with an estimated population of 12000 as of October 2019. It is home 
to the Ama-no-lwato (KF) shrine which is, according to myth, the location of 
the cave where Amaterasu hid until Ame-no-Uzume lured her out. Takachiho 
Shrine is known for its specific type of Shinto ritual ceremonial dance called 
Yoru-Kagura, which is said to have originated from a dance performed by 
Ame-no-Uzume. 

n.wikipedia. iki hi i j 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takamagahara#Takachiho-cho,_Miyazaki_Prefecture 
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https://qoo.ql/maps/jgFdg6H5CERaWaD27 


Amaterasu and the Cave 


THREW A PARTY 
TO LURE HER 
Our. 


[Ame-no-Uzume] [laid] a soundingboard before the door of the Heavenly Rock-Dwelling, stamping till 


she made it resound and doing as if possessed by a Deity, and pulling out the nipples of her breasts, 
pushing down her skirt-string [all the way to her] privates.” 
- The Kojiki (4 it), translated by Basil Hall Chamberlain, [1919] 
https:/www.sacred-texts.com/shi/kKi/kj023.htm 


Amaterasu's brother, the storm god Susano’o, had vandalized her rice fields, threw a flayed horse at 
her loom, and brutally killed one of her maidens due to a quarrel between them. In turn, Amaterasu 
became furious with him and retreated into the Heavenly Rock Cave, Amano-lwato. With Amaterasu 
in hiding, the world plunged into darkness and chaos without the illumination of the sun. 


No matter how hard the gods and goddesses tried, they could not convince Amaterasu, who blocked 
the cave entrance with a rock, to reappear. After almost a year, Omoikane, a Shinto god of wisdom and 
intelligence, determined that if she would not come out of her own volition, they would have to lure her 
out with curiosity. To this end, a grand party was thrown. 


The plan worked, as the music, dancing, and joyous cries of the gods did indeed peak Amaterasu’s 
attention. The noise intensified when Ame-no-Uzume performed a particularly revealing dance. Her 
dancing and nudity were so hilarious that the gods began to roll with laughter. 


Inside the cave where she was hiding, Amaterasu heard the laughter and grew curious. She pushed 
away the rock that blocked the cave’s entrance and saw Ame-no-Uzume dancing. Amused, Amaterasu 
came out to get a better view. Exiting the cave, she discovered an Eight-Fold Mirror (yata-no-kagami /\ 
Ram) erected by Ame-no-Uzume. Fascinated by the light of her own reflection, Amaterasu at last came 
to the mouth of the cave. It was at that moment Omoikane drew back the stone that blocked the 
entrance. As he did so, Amaterasu’s light reentered the world, illuminating the chaos that had been left 
in her wake. 

Do check out the reference links throughout this week’s appendix to find out more about Japanese 
mythology, which may or may not provide some clues as to how the story of Oshi no Ko might progress. 
(Il also recommend Sasami-san@Ganbaranai.) --oldpier 
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BUSINESS 


2 YOU CAN 
RC ernAls REALLY SENSE 


THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF CIVILIZATION 
FROM THE LIKES 
OF CONVENIENCE 

STORES TOO, 


TO KNOW 
THAT THEY'VE 
EMBRACED NEW 
TECHNOLOGY 
OUT IN THE 
BOONIES. 


THE I BELIEVE 
HOSPITAL A DOCTOR BY 
THE NAME OF 
ALL BUT AMEMIYA GORO 
CHANGED. USED TO WORK 


AND UNFOR- 

TUNATELY I 

DIDN'T SEE 

ANY OF THE 

COLLEAGUES 

I WAS CLOSE 
TO. 


AMEMIYA- 
SAN SUDDENLY 
WENT MIA... 


THE 
HOSPITAL 
TOOK IT AS A 
RESIGNA- 


WHAT DID 

I AN y YOU NEED 

ACQUAINTANCE Tim 4 ‘TOFIND 
WHO worRKS [AN Cs 9 our? 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I'M SEARCH- 


WAIT FOR ME 
OUTSIDE. 


t 


J, 


/ 


4, Yi 
tt, 


EVEN IF 
YOU SAY YOU 
LIKED TO PLAY 

AROUND IN THE 

WILDERNESS, 


You 
WERE QUITE 
THE WILD ONE 
AS AKID... 


00 
YOU THINK I \ 
CAN FIND ITS IT SHOULD 


4A BE AROUND 
f HERE... 


BUT IF IT 
WASN'T, IT WOLILD 
BE DIFFICULT AS IT 

WOULD PROBABLY BE 
SCATTERED AROUND 
BY THE WILD ANI- 
MALS WHICH HAD 
EATEN IT. 


GOOD TO EX- 
ONG Mage | AUME A DEAD 
MAN'S GRAVE 

PLACE I 


VISIT... 


AQUA- 
KUN CAME / 
ALL THE WAY!/ | 


WAS BURIED, 
WE COULD PRO- 
BABLY FIND ITS 

SKELETAL 
REMAINS. 


DECIDED TO f i) WN Y I'M SORRY 
FOLLOW YOU ‘ \ ‘ ¥ FOR DRAGGING 


AROUND TO YOU ALONG TO 
WHERE YOU ALL THESE 


TM HERE 
BECAUSE T 
WANT TO. 


I'S THE 
THAT SAID, HOUSE OF 
I'S EMPTY NOW SOMEONE 
BECAUSE ALL ITS T KNOW. 
INHABITANTS HAVE 
PASSED. 


el HE MUST HAVE 
WHAT KIND / | f= BEEN SOMEONE 
OF PERSON (PORTANT TO 
f KA 2 YOU FOR YOU TO 
WALK ALL THE 
WAY HERE. 


NEVER HAD A 
MOTHER. 


By THE 
TIME THE 
AMBULANCE 
ARRIVED, SHE 
HAD AL- 
READY... 


SHE 
HID HER 
PREGNANCY / POSTPARTUM 


AND FROM HER y /\ HEMORRHAGE. 
DELIVERED PARENTS 


HER KID ON 
HER OWN IN 
HER HOME, BUT 
THERE WAS 
TOO MUCH 
BLEEDING. 


SO, WITHOUT 
KNOWING THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF 
THE FATHER, HE WAS 
SENT TO LIVE WITH 
HIS GRAND- 
PARENTS. 


- ——~ Th : 
YY, AN \y 
A JONNY wuen ve A 
AIK DECIDED TO OF THE END, HE S 
4Y ff \\\\_ ENTER MEDICAL ~— GUILT OF COULDN'T = 
YOu \t SCHOOL... HAVING HIs_ LET GO 
ss MOTHER LOSE 
/ HER LIFE TO 
GIVE BIRTH 
TO HIM. 


BECAUSE 
OF WHAT 
HAPPENED 
OF YOUR 
MOTHER... 


HE THOUGHT BE WANTED 

= DOCTORS WERE TO BECOME A 
me Hee COOL FROM THE SURGEON ae 
NOVELS HE il 
READ 

| | AND | 

A DREAMT TO iia 

i BECOME ONE | | 
\ HIMSELF. i : 
. | = aes i | 


AND SO 
HE BECAME 
A PERSON WHO 
LIVED NOT FOR 
HIMSELF BUT 
FOR OTHERS. 


\a 


EVEN AFTER 


MVEA = BECOMING A 
DOCTOR 


: 
A SHOULD... 


JUST YOUR 
FANTASY. 


PARENTS 
LIKE THAT 


MORE THAN 
YOU WOULD 
IMAGINE. 


BE BY HER 
SIDE DURING 
HER FINAL 
MOMENTS. 


JUST ONCE, 
I MANAGED 


AND A 
MOTHER WHO 
HAD GIVEN BIRTH P 
TO SOUILLESS 
CHILDREN... 
PEOPLE WHO 
NEVER HAD A 
MOTHER, IN THE 
TRUE SENSE OF 
THE WORD 


PERHAPS 


MEANING TO 
THAT. 
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About Gashapon 


Gashapo, also known as gachapon, are a variety of 
vending machine-dispensed capsule toys. The term is 
onomatopoeic from the two sounds "gasha" (or "gacha") 
for the hand-cranking action of a toy-vending machine, 
and "pon" for the toy capsule landing in the collection tray. 
The term can be used for both the machines themselves 
and the toys obtained from them. 


“GASHAPON’ is a registered trademark of Bandai since 
2004. 


| know most of you know what gacha is but I really only 
created this appendix so | can show off this Aoi mini-figure 
that | wanted and got on the first try from a gashapon 
machine. -- oldpier 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gashapon 


About Tendouji 


It is now revealed that Sarina’s surname is “Tendouji” (K# #). This is not an actual 
Japanese surname as far as | can tell. 


Tendouji (Japanese pronunciation) is Tiantong 

Temple, a Buddhist temple located in Zhejiang, 
China. It is known to be the cradle of the “Soto” 
school of Japanese Buddhism. 


https.//en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Tiantong_ Temple 


YOU'RE 
EVEN 
GONNA 
FILM ME 


CONTENT IS 
HE DANCE 
THEY USE 
CUTS WHICH NUMBER, BUT 


SHOW OFF 
EACH GIRLS 
CUTENESS. 


BACK AT THE 

CAMERA AS IF 

IT'S SOMEONE 
YOU LOVE. 


KNOW HOW IDOL 
MUSIC VIDEOS ARE 
DIVIDED INTO THE 
DANCE PART AND 
THE DRAMA 
PART? 
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lf sit t =~ 
A ff 


FOR MUSIC 
VIDEOS, YOU 


THEN YOU OFTEN ONLY 
DON'T DECIDE 
WHAT TO FILM 
UNTIL YOU'RE 
CTUALL 


INCLUDING THE 
PRODUCTION MANAGER 
AND DIRECTOR, THERE 

ARE 10-20 PEOPLE 
INVOLVED. 


TO FULLY 
DRAW OLIT YOUR 
SUBIECT'S 
CUTENESS, 


YOU NEED TO 
HAVE THE ACUMEN 
OF A GRAVURE 
CAMERAMAN. 


THERE ARE 
THREE PEOPLE 
PLUS VARIOUS HANDLING THE 
MAKE-UP ARTISTS = LIGHTING 
AND WARDROBE 
SPECIALISTS. 


EACH 
CAMERAMAN 
HAS TWO 
ASSISTANTS. 


IF YOU ADD 
IT ALL UP, THIS 
PROBABLY COSTS 
5 MILLION YEN 
TO PRODLICE. 


ALTHOUGH 
THEY SAY 


BE THANKFUL THEY SPEND AGENCIES 

TO THE COMPANY QUITE ALOT BLEED THEIR 
PRESIDENT WHO'S OF MONEY IDOLS DRY, mt 
SPENDING SO MUCH ON THEM. 
MONEY ON A GROUP 

WHO HASN'T MADE 

THEM ANY MONEY. 

oN 


a 


ALTHOUGH... 

IT HEAR THERE 
ARE SOME UNDER- 
GROUND IDOL GROUPS 
THAT ONLY SPEND 
500,000 YEN 
PER VIDEO, 


/ il il 


TL NOTE: 5 MILLION YEN ARE ABOUT 41K DOLLARS; SOOK YEN ARE ABOUT 4.1K DOLARS 


RUBY AND 
KANA-CHAN HAVE 
MOSTLY FINISHED 
SHOOTING THEIR 

DRAMA PARTS, SO 


I THINK WE'RE 
STARTING THE 
DANCE PART 
SOON. 


I'M SoRRY 
FOR ASKING. 


DURING LIVE TV 


BROADCASTS LIKE THE fi AX 
KOUHAKU LTA GASSEN, |i 
THERE'S A TIME CUTOFF |/KN 


WHERE MINORS CAN WAN 
NO LONGER \ 
APPEAR. 


WE 
PICKED THE 
DESIGN OUT 
TOGETHER. 


YOU'RE TRYING TO 
SHOW OFF AND MAKE 
YOUR WAISTLINE LOOK 
SLIMMER, BUT IF THE 

BELT IS TOO TIGHT, 

YOU'LL CALISE 
WRINKLES. 


THIS PART IS 
GETTING DIRTY, 
SO DON'T WALK 

AROUND SO MLICH 
OR YOU'LL CAUSE 
TROUBLE FOR THE 
WARDROBE 
TEAM. 


WHAT WERE 
YOU THINKING 
PUTTING YOUR 

RIBBON ON 


SLOPPILY LIKE 
IS? 


I 
GUESS IT'S 
A PASSING 

MARK. 


REALLY 


KANA- 

CHAN 
1 = 
} 
to 


frit 
pnreee 


UNDERSTAND 
THE REASON KANA- 
CHAN'S ACTING 
GOT SO MUCH 
BETTER. 


SS 


IF 
PEOPLE ARE 
SHOUTING 


DO YOU THINK 
KANA-CHAN WILL 
DO WELL AS 
AN IDOL? 


I DON'T 
REALLY KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT 
IDOLS SO I 
CAN'T TELL, 


NO LONGER 
GO ON DATES 
LIKE THAT. 


KANA-CHAN 


HOW BRAGGED TO 
YOU TOOK ME ABOLIT IT. 
HER OUT TO 
BRAZILIAN 


BARBECUE. 


IT'S FINE 


BUT MORE RIGHT NOW 
Segtent PEOPLE WILL SINCE SHE STILL 
WON'T BE apLe START TONOTICE © HAS A LOW 
qa ve a EL R FROM PROFILE 
AT THE WITH A GUY HERE ON. 
VERY MINIMUM, IN PUBLIC. 
SHE'LL NEED TO 
RESERVE A 


PRIVATE 


JUST ONE 
SCANDAL 


CAN BE 
A MORTAL 
WOUND FOR 
AN IDOL. 


y ACTORS 
YOU'R| SO SHE'LL 
Ret NEED TO BE ARE PRETTY 
I'VE BEEN CAREFUL LAX ABOUT 
CARELESS. ABOUT THIS SORT 
GUYS. OF THING, 


WONT 7] F 
END WELL 
FORHER. | HER LIFE 


IN 


AY) 


ae 


See ole . 
oe {@ WHAT COMES AFTER 


= FOR AN IDOL IS ai 


About Kouhaku Uta Gassen 


The NHK Kohaku Uta Gassen (41 Bak & 3X, lit. Red and 
White Song Battle), more commonly known simply as 
Kohaku, is an annual New Year's Eve television special 
produced by Japanese public broadcaster NHK. It is 
broadcast live simultaneously on television and radio, 


- Ys 
nationally and internationally by the NHK network. The NHK ran FEF aaa ing 


show ends shortly before midnight. 


The program divides the most popular music artists of the year into competing teams of red and white. 
The "red" team or akagumi (JR 4H, #1#H) is composed of all female artists (or groups with female vocals), 
while the "white" team or shirogumi (Ai #f) is all male (or groups with male vocals). At the end of the show, 
judges and the audience vote to decide which group performed better. 


The honor of performing on Kohaku is strictly by invitation, so only the most successful singing acts in the 
Japanese entertainment industry can perform. Even today, a performance on Kohaku is said to be a big 
highlight in a singer's career because of the show's wide reach. 


Both teams had been neck-and-neck in total wins in the history of the competition until 2005 (28 wins 
each), after which the white team started to pull away with the current tally at 39 white team wins to 33 red 
team wins. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%C5%8Dhaku_Uta_Gassen 
About Japan Labor Standards Law 


Chapter VI Minors 


Minimum Age 

Article 56. Children under 15 full years of age shall not be employed as workers. 
2. Regardless of the provisions of the preceding paragraph, [...] Children under 12 
full years of age may be employed in motion picture production and theatrical 
performance enterprises. 


[-.] 


Night Work 

Article 61. An employer shall not employ a person under 18 full years of age 

between 10pm and 5am. SPEAKING 
2. In the event the Minister of Labor deems it necessary, that Minister may change OF WHICH, 


CHILDREN UNDER 
13 CAN WORK UNTIL 

9 PM IF THEY GET 
PERMISSION. 


the hours under the preceding paragraph to 11pm and 6am, limited to a certain 
region or period. 

[-..] 

5. With respect to children employed pursuant to the provisions of Article 56, 
paragraph 2, the hours set forth in paragraph 1 shall become 8pm and 5am, and 
the hours set forth in paragraph 2 shall become 9pm and 6am. 


About Music Video budgets 


| admit | have limited information about how much budget idol groups have for their music videos, but 
based on some research, the breakdown of the costs is something like: 


Sea eT 


(Source: //imitsu,j i i ) 


Bringing the total cost of the average MV shoot by mainstream groups to about 300-500k yen. 
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N 


ALTHOUGH... 

I HEAR THERE 
ARE SOME UNDER- 
GROUND IDOL GROUPS 
THAT ONLY SPEND 
500,000 YEN 
PER VIDEO. 


5 million yen on their first official MV is thus an absolutely ridiculous number for an idol group which can be 
considered to be still in its early stages (7). 


And no, 500k yen is an extravagant amount to spend on a single MV shoot for underground idols. Most of 
them are probably spending on average less than a quarter of that amount. 


Here’s an MV by LinQ (also 20k subs on youtube, 
same as B-Komachi) for scale. The entire MV is 
filmed on a football field and consists of only dance 
segments in idol outfits and plainclothes respectively. 
https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=ZtizflTBYsw 


--oldpier 


LinQ/ [anytime] 


 oisuike >> SHARE @ THANKS 
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A Case Study on Music Video Production Budget: Yabai T-shirts Yasan 


As another case study, here’s the MV release timeline of a certain music group by the name of 
Yabai T-shirts Yasan: 


1st MV (uploaded Oct 2016): 
On-location shoot at Hollywood 


2nd MV (uploaded Mar 2017): 
On-location shoot at Kume Island, Okinawa 


DISLIKE > SHARE 9 cl 


3rd MV (uploaded Apr 2017): 
On-location shoot in a band member’s house, as a 
wake-up prank video format. 


From the video description: “We went way over 
x budget for our first MV, so this is all we can afford, 
F P we are very sorry.” 
LAN LAN LA LAN LAN EX LAN LAN 
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| i LODGINGS 
NOW. [al 

| 


A WRAP! ALL 2007588 === 
| Tw |e aicreeree 


} 

h 
¢ GOING WELL’ 

NG yIDEO SHOOT 


YOU'RE 
AN ADULT, 
SO YOU'RE 

STAYING. 


YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
18 AFTER 


I'M - 
STAYING =; : I WANT B/G 
TO WATCH ae . 
peor FOR A LITTLE REALLY? Tene 
I LOOK LONGER. aril TONIGHT! 
i AFTER RUBY , 
FOR ME. 


YAAAAY, ae eee 
- I His LITTLE 


YAAAAY, 
SLEEP- 


DID YOU 


NO NO, PNW TY A \ 4 KNOW? 
THAT'S JUST Oy Sih i) AL \\\\ 
REFERRING TO VANWAl \\ 
CHICKENG... Va WY eae ae 
\ COMPLETELY 
BLIND AT 
NIGHT! 


TLL GET 
YOU FOR 
SURE! 


“\ APOLOGIZE TO 
THE HOTEL 
STAFF? 


rm 


MORE 


2s || eee 
I THINK 
I'VE PASSED MEAN WITH THE 


THis PLACE BY 
CAR SEVERAL 
FORE! PLACE! 


SHIT... 
NOW YOU'VE 
DONE IT! 


YEAH, 
T'VE HEARD ALL 
ABOLIT IT FROM 
AQUA-KUN. 


YOU WERE 
AQUA-KUN BORN IN THE 
SAID IT'S A HOSPITAL AT 
PLACE THAT THE TOP OF 
HOLDS DEAR THAT HILL, 


RIGHT? 


I'M ABSO- 
LUTELY TRASH 
AT ANYTHING 
THAT'S NOT 
MY FORTE. 


TM SURE 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED 
DURING LOVE- 
NOW... 


I COULD 
TEACH YOU 
THE WAYS IF 
YOU DON'T 
MIND. 


AKANE-CHAN, 
WON'T YOU JOIN 
B-KOMACHI 


HOW ABOUT 
YOU? DON'T YOU 
HAVE ANY INTEREST 
IN BECOMING AN 
ACTRESS? 


TO BE 
HONEST... 


WOW, THAT'S 
0 AWESOME! 


IM A LITTLE 
INTERESTED... 


TLL ONLY 
DO IT AFTER I 
HAVE FULFILLED 

EVERYTHING 
I WANT To 
ACHIEVE AS 

AN IDOL. 


SOMEDAY 
ILL PER: 
FORM AT 
A DOME 


YOUR AGE GAP 
THRESHOLD IN 
A PARTNER? 


IF ANYTHING, 

MENTAL AGE 
MATTERS THE 

| ad T MOST TOME 


RUBY-CHAN, 
DO YOU HAVE 
SOMEONE YOU 

LIKE WHO'S WAY 

OLDER THAN 

YOU? 


SPURRING 


ME ON... HE WAS 


ALWAYS BY 
MY SIDE 


IF 
NOT FOR 
SENSE! 


I WOULDN'T 
HAVE THE WILL 
TO LIVE ON. 


I 
WOULDN'T 


OF a4 | \ = HAVE 
BECOMING Z i THOUGHT 
AN IDOL. | 


ALITTLE BIT 
OF AGE DIF- 
FERENCE WON'T 


HE 
SUDDENLY 
DISAPPEARED 
FROM HIS 
WORK- 
HIS WHERE- PLACE 
ABOUTS ARE 
UNKNOWN. 


_ eee 


L=—_A | | ia Z f \ hy 


VET HE 
HAD ALWAYS 
UST BEEN 
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rue Sc aey, Sa, 
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DVE SENSE), 
TURNED 16, 


MEET YOU 
AGAIN... 


THERE'S 
AN OPENING 
BEHIND THIS 

SMALL 

SHRINE... 


IT MADE 
THIS CAVE 


VY rwoner ¥ 
iF HE'S A 


RAPD MAX A 


en, 
Cok 


\ nN 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
YOu 
HAD TO GO 

THROUGH THIS 

WHEN WE JUST 

CAME HERE TO 

FILM A Music 

VIDEO... 


YEAH, I'LL 


BE FINE. 


WILL YOU 
BE OKAY FOR 
TOMORROW'S 

FILMING? 


MUST'VE 
GONe out \ 
SOME- an 

WHERE. ff 1 Vf ~ 


I BET YOU 
DIDN'T WANT 


YOU ALWAYS 

TRY TO BEAR 
EVERYTHING 
YOURSELF. 


NO, THAT'S 
WRONG. 


EVEN IF 
YOU CAN'T 

PROTECT 
ANYTHING 
AND EVERY- 


THE POLICE 
) TOLD ME 


YOU NEED 10 
BEAR RES 
PONSIBILITY 


mars 
4 eT PANT/I\ 
H WRN! Koki) FoRir? 


GUIDED YOU 


ALL SORTS 
OF INFOR- 
MATION 


I THOUGHT 
I DIDN'T HAVE 
TO FIND IT. 


IT HAS 

NOTHING TO 

RATHER, IT DO WITH ME 
WOULD'VE BEEN ANYMORE. 


OR SOI 
THOUGHT. BETTER 


HOWEVER, 


IF IT 
HADN'T BEEN 
FOUND. 


THANKS 
FOR FINDING 
IT FOR ME. 


BUT I 
DIDN'T DO 
ANYTHING. 


WE JUST 
FOUND IT BY 
CHANCE. 


ALWAYS... 


YOU'RE FINALLY PUT MY 
TRY TO BEAR GENTLE FEELINGS INTO 


EVERYTHING 
YOURSELF. 


EMPATHIZE 
WITH THOSE 
FEELINGS OF 
GUILT. 


YOU'D BE 

BETTER OFF 
PROPERLY \\ : WITHOUT ME, 

SAY GOODBYE. \\\ © RIGHT? 


FIGURED 
ON THIS 


WE'D GET TRIP 


I THOUGHT 
WE MIGHT HAP- 
PILY GO OUR 


1 DIDN'T I DIDN'T 


END UP THINK I THINK IT'D 
CRYING... WOULD GO LIKE 


MUCH 
SOONER... 


I 
SHOULD'VE 
SAID THIS 
SOONER 


| WANT TO 


J 


x 
Segue e* 


\ 
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BRE 


Lea YevVFI+MRE!BEFALHMISZE 
oo 


YOUUUU'RE 
IN TROUBLE, 


YOU'RE IN 
TROUBLE... 


THAT'S 
SOMETHING 
YOU SWIPED 
FROM A DEAD 
PERSON'S 
BoDy. 


YOU CAN'T 

DO SUCH A 

NAUGHTY 
THING. 


I UNDER- / 
STAND HOW BUT I WONDER, 
YOU FEEL IF Y COULD ONEE-CHAN 

N HAVE BEEN VERY 
CLOSE WITH THE 


THERE'S 
NO WAY A 
CHILD LIKE 

YOU WOULD 

UNDER- 

STAND. 


BUT IS 
IT REALLY 
OKAY? 


EH... 


SHE'S 
TALKING TO 
YOU, YOU 


RUBY, 


FEEL 
FREE 
TO TAKE 
A BREAK IF 
YOU'RE NOT 
FEELING 
WELL. 


IT'S FUCK- 
ING COLD OUT, 
YET WE HAVE TO 
SING AND DANCE 
IN OUTFITS THAT 
TOTALLY IGNORE 
THE CURRENT 
SEASON. 


AND ONCE, THEY 
MADE ME WEAR A 
WINTER COAT AND 
MUFFLER DURING A 


SCORCHING SUMMER 
AFTERNOON. 


TODAY'S 
SHOOT WILL 
MOSTLY TAKE 
PLACE OLIT- 

DOORS. 


SPEAKING OF 
SHOOTING FOR A 
EVEN IN SUMMER SCENE 
THE MIDOLE IN WINTER, 
OF WINTER, 
IT HAD TO RUN 
ALONG KUJUU- 
KURI BEACH 


ACTORS 
ARE PRETTY 
MUCH MANUAL 
LABORERS 
AFTER 
ALL... 


SEEMS TO 
BE HOLDING 
HERSELF 
BACK SOME- 
HOW. 
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vy 
Sai 
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$88 
R 


Yy 
By 
Ss 
y 
N 
XN 


BECOMING 
POPULAR. 


\ su 
| aBrasase 


mee 


\\/ 


GAMBLE 
WHETHER 
/T WORKS 


OR NOT, 


DAY THE IDOL 


1 Wie 70 
KNOW? \ i ) 
ae N ‘ WY 
\ —— 4 / 


THE DOCTOR 


A FAMOUS 
IDOL SECRETLY 


CAME HERE TO 
WHO DIED WAS 


IN CHARGE OF 


GIVE BIRTH. 


HER DELI- 


WAS 
THE SAME 


GAVE BIRTH 


if 


TO HER 
KIDS? 


VERY. 


@ 


LONG 
AGO, 
=4 - ‘ 
HE 
WENT 
MISSING 
FOR A 
BUT LONG 
DID you TIME 
KNOW THAT ' 
THE DAY 
HE WENT 
MISSING 


HE 
DISAPPEARED 
BECAUSE IT WAS 
AN IMPORTANT 
DAY? 


LURKING 
AROUND THE 
HOSPITAL. 


AND 
THE OTHER 
IN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 


DISAPPEARED 
ON SUCH AN 
IMPORTANT 


BUT THAT'S 
CIOUS MEN 
SEEMED NOT ALL. 


TO BE 


WERE TWO 
GUYS, ONE 
IN UNIVER- 


AN 


OVER- 
ZEALOLIS 
ANDTHE: WHO WAS A * EAN. 


STALKER. 


SAID THEY 
WERE TWO 
PEOPLE. 


TO FIGURE 
IT OUT? 


ONE OF 
THEM WAS 
TT WAS THE IDENTIFIED 
UNIVERSITY YEARS 
STUDENT WHO LATER 
MURDERED THE 
IDOL Al IN HER 
OWN APART- 
ENT. 


if." “pp és 


Ss 


SEEMS TO 
——_— «BE MIMICKING 
SOMEONE. 


my 


ARE TWO 
CULFPRITS, 


TOOKA 
| TWOREORLE, 


TWILL 
FIND YOU. 


AND... ig 


About Telling on your Classmates 


If there’s something common among all Japanese grade schoolers, it’s the culture of telling on 
their classmates for doing something they shouldn't be doing. So much so that even though 
there’s no “official” song for it, and the lyrics differ ever so slightly from region to region, for some 
reason the melody for this children’s tune is pretty much the same in every grade school 
throughout the entire country of Japan. It goes something like this: 


- 100 


ae UGRUAR #- AU oTPS— 


i - kenainda ike nain da se - n seini it te ya ro — 


“You're in trouble/ 
You're in trouble/ 
I’m gonna tell the teacher!” 


Reference: 


https://t =" r.com. i 902290 


About Kujikuri Beach 


Kujikuri Beach (Kujikurihama) is a sandy beach located 
in Chiba Prefecture. It is around 60km long, and is 
relatively straight, in contrast to the typically irregular 
coastlines of Japan. It is sometimes called the Kujikuri 
Coastline due to its similarity to the Australian Gold Coast. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuj%C5%ABkuri_Beach 


SPEAKING OF 
SHOOTING FOR A 
EVEN IN SUMMER SCENE 
THE MIDDLE IN WINTER 
OF WINTER, 


I HAD TO RUN 
ALONG KUJUU- 
KURI BEACH 
IN JUST A 
SWwim- 
SUIT 


NICE WORK, 
EVERYONE. 


EEL FREE 
TO TAKE IT EASY 
AND ENJOY SOME 
SIGHTSEEING 


NOW, I JUST 
WANT TO RELAX 
IN THE HOT 
SPRINGS. 


FIRST 
IS OFFLINE 
EDITING... 


COMES ONLINE 
PERFORM THE EDITING... 

COLOR CORREC- 

TIONS AND TONE 


EDITS, THEN ADD I'lL DOA 

CG AND VFX TO ROUGH CUT 

GET THE FINAL AND HAVE IT 
PRODUCT. PROOF- 


READ. 


8 
Tl Bul. : I CAN SEND 
i FOR THE IT TO YOU 
5 SECOND | | By NEE 
ONE 
1 {| MONTH. 
COULD YOU ji 
GIVE ME A BIT 
MORE TIME? . 


weit vou Fe a BUT WHY? 


SEE... j 


\ | \| NO PROBLEM, 


SOMETIMES 


IT FEELS LIKE 
EVERYTHING IS 
CONNECTED. 


WE;RE 
FINALLY 
GOING! OUT 


You 
SHOULD GET 
OUT BEFORE 

YOU FAINT. 


AH, MAYBE I 
A AM FEELING A 
if BIT DIZZY. 


BUT THEN T 
COMPLETELY 
BLANKED OUT 
AND FORGOT 
ABOLIT IT. 


LIKE I WAS 
THINKING ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT 


on vr NN 


STAR IN AN 
UPCOMING 


, H YOU'RE SO 
WORK BY ITS i POPULAR. 
EXPOSURE. 


HOW LONG 


C Ou ORD DESPITE THIS IS 
a ao pits ALL THAT, YOU AN IMPOR- 


JOINED US ON TANT TIME 
ele aoa THIS TRIP. p— FOR YOU. 


WHETHER 
OR NOT YOU 
CAN RIDE THIS 
WAVE WILL DE- 
TERMINE YOUR 
FUTURE. 


THIS ISN'T 
A REALITY 
DATING SHOW 
ANYMORE. 


AHEAD AND 
GET OUT. 


EVER 
SINCE HE WAS 
A KID, HE'S BEEN 
WORKING AT THE 
DIRECTOR'S 
PLACE 


TM SURE 
YOU KNOW, 


GOT REALLY 
ATTACHED TO 
THIS WORLD, 


I THINK IT'S 
BECAUSE 


THERE'S 
SOMEONE 
HE WANTS TO 
MEET IN SHOW 
BUSINESS. 


HE'S 


BUILDING UP 
THAT'S FAME SO HE CAN 
HOW IT REACH THAT 
SEEMS PERSON. 


TO ME. 


I PROBABLY 
SHOULDN'T TELL 
RUBY TOO MUCH 
ABOUT THIS. 


PROBABLY 
AN ACTOR 

AQUA-KUN OR ACTRESS 
CAN BE QUITE HE LIKES OR 
THE FANBOY SOMETHING. 
SOMETIMES. 


LETTING 
RUBY KNOW I WANT AQUA 
WOLLD JUST TO FORGET 
BE KICKING _ ABOLIT THAT 
A HORNET'S 


IT'S 
ALREADY 


LATE, HOW 

ABOUT WE 

GET SOME 
SLEEP? 


BY HITTING 
THIS WOODEN 
BOARD WITH A 

HAMMER, I(T 

ACTS LIKE 

A PRAYER.. 


SHRINE FOR 
PERFORMING 
ARTS... 


THERE ARE 
EVEN A LOT OF 
EMA FOR PEOPLE 
HOPING TO BE 
ACTORS. 


EMA: | HOPE | CAN BE AN ACTOR 


l/l ¥ since we're 
HERE, LET'S 


BECAME 
THE CATALYST 
LEADING 
TO THE NEW 
B-KOMACHI'S 
RISE IN PO- 
PULARITY. 


POPIN2(ON) moy 


RUBY AND 
I ARE NOW 
IN OUR SEC- 

OND YEAR 

OF HIGH 

SCHOOL. 


> 


MIHSTORY/ARCATHEMAINISTORY, 


ENE 
OF, SHOW, BUSINESS... (NEXTCHABTER TANTATINNEW]ARGIBEGINS!' 


About Ema 


Ema 4 (lit. Picture-Horse), are small wooden 
plaques/tablets in which Shinto and Buddhist worshippers write 
prayers or wishes. They are left hanging up at the shrine to act 
as a medium through which the wishes and needs of 
supplicants may be made known to the figures of worship 
enshrined there. 


Further Readings: 


Ema on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ema_(Shinto) 
Reader, lan (1991). “Letters to the Gods: The Form and 


Meaning of Ema” http://nirc.nanzan-u.ac.jp/nfile/2444 


i Lin 
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Ema at Shirakawa-go Hachiman Shrine 


About Offline/Online Editing 


In video production, video editing is done after filming is complete. There are two parts in the editing phase: 


Offline editing refers to the creation of a rough cut of a video using low-quality footage. Editors use this draft 
to make various decisions like determining the sequence of the shots, timing of the cuts, as well as pacing of 
the whole video, among many other decisions. 


Online editing occurs after offline editing. It refers to the creation of a final cut and involves adding final 
touches using high-quality (preferably uncompressed) footage. Editors work on tasks like sound editing, sound 
design, color correction and color grading, as well as any required special effects, all of which contribute 
towards a polished final product. 
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